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The Beautiful Lady and the Child

I.  This Prophecy Expo presentation comes from Revelation 12.  It’s the story of a beautiful woman, so beautiful that she is clothed with the sun.  She is standing on the moon and she wears a crown made from twelve stars

		A.  Pagan people worshipped the sun and moon and stars, so one might be tempted to think 			there is something evil about this woman, but 

			1. The stars of this woman are like the stars mentioned in Daniel 12.  These are stars 				of righteousness.  
 (
"Those who have insight will shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness, l
ike the stars forever and ever.”
 (Daniel 12:3; NASB
640
: SP
881
)
)





			2.  These stars are like the stars at represented the seven churches.  As it were, 					These 12 stars are like the angels that protected the 12 apostles
 (
"As for the mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.
”
(Revelation 1:20; NASB
189
; SP
1210
)
)







 (
“When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, The moon and the
 stars, which You have ordained.
” (Psalm 8:3; NASB
395; SP558
)
)			3.  These stars are like the natural wonders that God created








			4.  This woman represents God’s true and faithful people.  They were like the 						“overcomers” collected all in one place—the faithful church of God.

			5.  How can I be sure?  You can always tell whose side your on by your enemies


		B. Not only is she a beautiful woman, she is pregnant

 (
“And she was with child; and she cried out, being in labor and in pain to give birth.” (Revelation 12:2; NASB
195
; SP
1218
)
)







			1. Jesus wanted to be clear about who this women was, so He identified the child,  as 					one who was caught up to the throne of God
 (
And she gave birth to a son, a male 
child
, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up to God and to His throne.
’
 (Revelation 12:5; NASB
195
; SP
1218
)
)





 (
"I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him.
14
 "And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That all the peoples, nations and 
men of every 
language Might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion Which will not pass away; And His kingdom is one Which will not be destroyed.
”
(Daniel 7:13-14; NASB
635; SP875
)
)




			



 (
“
From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.” 
(Revelation 19:15; NASB
199
; SP
1224
)
) (
“Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance, And the 
very 
ends of the earth as Your possession.
9
 'You shall break them with a rod of iron, You shall shatter them like earthenware."
(Psalm 2:8-9; NASB
393
; SP
556
)
)








 (
“Then another sign appeared in heaven: and behold, a great red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads 
were 
seven diadems.
4
 And his tail swept away a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she gave birth he might devour her child.”
(Revelation 12:3-4; NASB
195
; SP
1218
)
)			2.  Another way that both He and His mother are identified is by their enemy, the 					dragon








II.  This dragon has appeared, as though it crawled from the pages of the book of Daniel

 (
"After this I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrifying and extremely strong; and it had large iron teeth. It devoured and crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet; and it was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns.” (Daniel 7:7; NASB
635; SP874
)
)	







 (
“Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy Him."
(Mathew 2:13; NASB
2
; SP
932
)
)	A.  What power was there that was waiting to destroy the Messiah in His Infancy?  Rome, but 				ultimately Satan 

		




 (
“And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him”. 
(Revelation 12:9a; NASB
195
; SP
1218
)
)








 (
“He [Satan] was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him
.
” 
(Revelation 12:9b; NASB
195
; SP
1218
)
)	B.  This is why the Dragon/Satan is so angry.  He was thrown out of heaven
 (
“And his [Satan
’s
] tail swept away a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth.”
(Revelation 12:4a
; NASB195; SP1218
)
)







III.  The Women went to the wilderness


	A.  She went there to hide and find nourishment
 (
“But the two wings of the great eagle were given to the woman, so that she could fly into the wilderness to her place, where she was nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent”. 
(Revelation 12:14; NASB
195
; SP
1218
)
) (
“Then the woman fled into the wilderness where she had a place prepared by God, so that there she would be nourished for one thousand two hundred and sixty days.” 
(Revelation 12:6; NASB
195
; SP
1218
)
)
		






 (
“In pointing out these things to the brethren, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, 
constantly 
nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine which you have been following.” (1 Timothy 4:6
; NASB161; SP1171
)
)	B.  For what kind of nourishment was she looking?	







	C. From whom or what was she hiding?  People, water represents people
 (
“And the serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth after the woman, so that he might cause her to be swept away with the flood.
16
 But the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and drank up the river which the dragon poured out of his mouth.”
(Revelation 12:15-16; NASB
195
: SP
1219
)
)







 (
“
 And he said to me, ‘
The waters which you saw where the harlot sits, are peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues.
’
”
(Revelation 17:15; NASB; SP)
)





IV.  She was hiding from the political power of the time, Rome

 (
“But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons,
2
 by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron,”
(1 Timothy 4:1-2
; NASB 163; SP1177
)
)	A.  The apostles warned that early in the history of the Christian church something would go wrong







	B.  There would be a falling away from true Christianity
 (
“For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains 
will do so 
until he is taken out of the way.  Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming; 
that is
, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders,and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false, in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness”.
(2 Thessalonians 2:7-12
; NASB161; SP1168
)
) (
“Let no one in any way deceive you, for 
it will not come 
unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,
4
 who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.”
(2 Thessalonians 2:3-4; NASB
161
; SP
1168
)
)

























V.  Something terrible happened to the church; she got political power.  In A.D.320 Constantine moved his capitol to Constantinople, modern Istanbul, at which time the church took control of the political affairs of the western half of the empire.  

	A.  With political control came power and with power there was a loss of mercy

 (
“The State was becoming a kind of Church and the Church a kind of State.  The Emperor preached and summoned councils, called himself, though half in jest, ‘a bishop,’ and the bishops had become State officials, who like the high dignitaries of the Empire, travelled by the imperial courier-service and frequented the ante-chambers of the palaces in Constantinople.  The power of the State was used to the full in order to furnish a Propaganda for the Church and in return the Church was drawn into the service of the State.  Even at this time we find decrees of councils which threaten civil offences with ecclesiastical penalties, and , on the other hand, the bishops were invested with a considerable part of the administration of civil justice.”
Johnson and Yost, 
Separation of Church and State in the 
U
nited States
, p. 256
)












	B.  As descent grew persecution grew worse

 (
The Albigenses and other heretical groups, came increasingly into prominence from the twelfth century onward because the church , made more acutely aware of them, and finding ecclesiastical discipline breaking down before the selling time of dissent which threatened to overwhelm Catholicism in many areas, felt compelled to devise more effective methods of stamping out the heresy.  She used all means at her disposal—persuasion and coercion, preaching and the sword—which led to a terrible crusade of wholesale murder and plunder.  And finally cam eth Inquisition, resulting in virtually complete extermination of the Albigenses and the laying waste of one of the most flourishing provinces of France to such an extent that it never completely recovered. “
L.E. Froom, 
Faith of 
O
ur Fathers
, Vol 1, p. 808-809
 
)
















 (
“When Rome was climbing first to legally recognized headship of all the churches, and later to mastery of the nations, her hands were full.  But time cared for that As Rome’s po
w
er grew dissent increased, and consequently the Inquisition was established early in the thirteen century.  Then as the Scriptures in the vernacular came to be made avail to the people by the Waldenses, and as the developed and revealed character of the Papacy was openly exposed as the fulfillment of inspired prediction, Rome was 
stirred
 to her very depths against these thorns in her side.  Having at last achieved power over the nations as well as the churched, together with the instruments of 
coercion
, she turned the full force of the secular arm upon the Waldensian and
 
other “heretics” in a relentless attempt to 
subdue
 or to annihilate them.”
L.E. Froom, 
Faith of 
O
ur Fathers
,” Vol 1, p. 845
)














	C.  The beautiful Church of God became an arm of the Dragon
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